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greater variety than ever before, and their rep-
resentatives have been superior as real men and
women.

Criticism, without  being  less aesthetic, has
become more potent by being more sociological
and more philosophical.    It has become rich
in men of merit and of originality.    Scherer
belongs to the Republic as much as, if not
even more than, to the Empire which was dis-
tinguished by that " prince of critics/' Sainte
Beuve.   Brunetiere, Lemaitre, Sarcey, Bourget,
Faguet, Anatole France, Pellissier, Gaston Des-
champs, Rod, and de Vogxi^ constitute a group
of critical intelligence superior to any which
could have been dreamed of under Napoleon
III, exerting its many-sided influence over a
much wider range.   Instead of the literary form-
al aesthetic judgment of a previous period, it has
tended more and more to be the criticism of
life, of the forces that make for life and their
expression in literature.

Sardou, de Bornier, Coppfe, and Rostand have
given a new splendour to the historical drama,
Dumas fils, Paul Hervieu, Brieux, de Curel,
Lavedan, and Bernstein have plays of unusual
power, with moral lessons which lift them above
the realm of amusement and make them potent
social forces. These men have written nlays